Gwendolyn Beckman 
(Mimeograohed report.) 


STUDY MATERIAL ON INFANT DEaths -- Brawley 
Immerial County 
January thru May, 1953 


Case l. 

Mexican-American family (Anaya). 976 I Street. 

Dect certificste dx: lobar pneumonia. Six months old. 

"The peticnt wes sick 1 month before he died. “e had 9 
cough, dierrhes, snd vomited. He wes taken to Dr. Foster's 
office threeor four times. Yowever, once about two weers 
pefore beby died, they started off for County “osvital, but 
lost their way. The doctor had not advised hosoitel, but 
they were worried. Doesn't ’mow what the would have done 
4f he had 2dvised vriv-te hosoitel, because she doesn t 
think they could heve osid. (Receive 25.00 mont grocery 
order from Welfore.) Probsbly the Count “osvitel wouldn't 
heave takenthe petient. (In Prowley only 2 few months.) 

tne least time the doctor saw the oatient was three 

deys before the petient died. He injected some fluid in 
the beby's vein, 2nd seid the bb would be o.k. The day 
the baby died, the mother took him to the druggist on Main 
Street (Wallace) because she head lost confidence in the 
doctor. W-llace gave some pi 1s, also told her to give 
boby castor o12 (she was never abe to before baby died)..." 


"The father is a field worker and follows the crops. He 
will work in Brawley for different people until July. Then 
they will go north as far as Fresno... (Mother) knows baby 
could get shots at Prewley clinic, but seemed uncertain 
where clinic is or on whet days. Has never had prenstal 
care or gone to ©.H.G. ("-s another child, 14 years, and 
is pregnant egain.) Thinks Health Department should have an 

office in Brewley. Thinks t re should be some clinics 
for sick people. "Doctors will never come to your house. 
If you go see them, you have towait a lone time.” 


" 


Cace 2. 

Father,illega’ entrant (devorted). Mother, Mexican- 
American. (Granados) 61% S. 15th St. 

"The mother..hed one orencta visit,but hed no physical 
exeminetion. She did not obtain prenstal care because she 
was afraid. The decessed wes born at home, Dr. Lopez in 
attendance... Mot>er was vexed with Dr. Lovez because he 
didnot come unti beby head pmctics!ly been bor... She said 
the doctor ssid the baby wes 4 1 right ®t birth, a’though it 
was a seven-mont baby. Dr. Lopez advised them to take the 
baby to Pioneer Hosnit?! because it was oremeture. She ways 
that when they were 2bout to trke the baby to the rospital, 
4t died. This wes two hours after birth... The femily verb- 
alized their feelings in regord to survival of children who 
are 411, saying it 1s be ter that they die. 

"Youth (mother 19 yrs. old), prejudice against hosoit- 
alization and medical care, ignorance, and desire to con- 
serve funds probably combined to cause dest of the baby." 


Case 3. (Anguiano) 636 S. 13th St. 

Father, age 25. Mother, age 18. Daughter, 1 yr. 4 mos. 
Deceased, died age five deys. Death certificste: disrrheal 
dehydration. 

Mot er has enemia...has been 111 ever since the baby 
was born, has constent disrrhes. Weight: 72 vounds. 

Mot er lost her first baby which was born at home, Dr. 
Lopez in ttendance. Mother had had some pren-tal care by 
Dr. Lopez. This baby died at four months at the County 
Fospital one hour after admission. (Informant) said the 
baby "turned blue." 

Daugher is said to have many colds and frequent diarrhea. 

The deceased..was to have been born at Dr. Foster's 
office. When the baby was on the way, the mother was rushed 
to Dr. Foster s office; and as it was at night someone 
teleohoned the house. No one onened the door. (Informent) 
said, "I guess he was asleep ond didn't want to open uv." 
The mother and baby never did see the doctor and the beby 
was born outside and in front of his office. Mother and bab 
were returned ‘ome. The beb tried to nurse, but couldn't. 
It moanedend did not urinste. This went on for two or three 
days. The beby was taken to Dr. Yole wko was busy "in 
surgery." He did not exemine the b by, therefore, but 
told the family thet "the baby ne ded water.” The baby 
was brought home 9nd given water, but still it moaned. The 
family ten went to Dr. Ye! en who to'’d them the baby was 
remature and should be taken to the County Hosvital. YZ 
--ethe baby died there." 


"((nformant) said the Anguienos never had enough moey 
to go to the doctor easily. They have no complaints about 
medicol care. Dr. Yel'‘en is the only vhysician described 
as insisting upon vayment et the time of the visit.” 


Case 4. Caldaron, 934 E. St. 
Fattmer, illegal entrant, deserted montrer before birth 
of baby. Mot er, born in Mexico (also illegalf¢/7y yes) ‘nmarried. 
Decessed: died +t 1 month, 20 days, acute enteritis. 
Dr. Lovez delivered the baby at the home. The mother... 
g°ve baby to friend while she want back to work (in a bar). 
When bab got sick, mot @ strayed home ° few days. Called 
Dr. Wallace, but it was too late... Informant described the 
situation: "W wet Mexican, no money, girl no good -- what 
can you exvect?" 


= = 


Case 5. Caro, 914 Martin Place. 

Mexican-Ame icanfamily. 2% living children. 

Decersed died 7 months, diarrhec. 

The mother gets prensts!, maternity and vediatric care 
from Dr. Foster. Fis fee of %65 for office delivery inc udes 
monthly checkupns of th baby for the first yesr of life. Dr 
Foster advises office delivery becsuse it is less exvensive 
than hospit?! care. 

The deceased was well uo until six months of age, when 
he was weaned. He at once got dierrhes. The mother took 
the baby two days late to Dr. Foster. We advised castor 

oil and an enema. The baby seemed to ast better, but for 

the next month or so the dicrrhe> would begin and stop. 
She brought the bab to Dr. Foster three times. On-e he 
said the baby had bronchitis andhe gave shots (mother 

t ough penicillin) and medic-tion. The doctor sew the 
baby twixe inthe day he died. In the morming, 2fter an 
hour and a half wait, the child was examined andh-? fuild 
injection in the legs. The mother was sdvised to so home 
and give one teaspoon cestor oil. By evening, the bab was 
worse and she took him back at seven p.m. to the doctor's 
office. At this pointhe seid the bab must go to Pionee: 
Hospitel. The patient was admitted byt died immediately. 


Case 6. Eros, 914 Martin Place 

Mexican-American family. One living child, two 
Others died in first month. 

Deceased: died, three deys. Congenit?l ctresia 
esoohegus. (Absence of norma! onening or passage) 

Baby wes born in Dr. Foster's office. The doctor did 
not indic-te thet there was anything wrong wit the baby's 
condition andhe wes brought home. He could not suck or 
swallow, and did not cry. In three deys, the aunt took 
the baby back to Dr. Foster, who sid there w-s nothing 
wrong with him. That nizht ne died. Mrs. Bros had been 
to the doctor six times for oren-ta' care. 


Vase 7. Lopez, 1038 %. Street 

Mother, illegal Mexican; 3 children; husband deserted. 

Deceased: 7 months st decth; disrrhes, vomiting and 
dehydration. 

Mot er has no money to go to doctors. She considers 
the county hosxital as her medical source. 
NOTE: Mother also soeaks no English, apparently understands 
nons. Person who conducted these interviews speaksno 
Poanish. Some interview ! Conducted through > teen-aged 
neighbor. 


Case 8. Rodriguez. 1161 Welcome Street. 

Mexican-Americen family, one livine child. 

Decessed: 2 months: lobsr oneumonie. 

Deceased was de ivered at home by Dr. Lovez... Baby 
started getting sick in December., The mother took him to 
Foster. one said the letter didn t undressor exemine the 
bab . He pulled his skin 2nd 291d he wes skinny -nd to 
"just feed him." We told the mother to take the baby off 


fresh milk -nd give him 'Olac.' He soldher a can for 33.00... 


The baby didn't seem to get any better 9nd the mother 
thendwend bereProuShepmenzndTwecaffheematrer askédxwkexexshe 
Then went to Dr. Chaoman. The office nurse 2sxed where she 
had bad previous care -ndwhen the mother seid she had been 
to Dr. Lopez, the nurss 4s suvoosed to have said "Why don't 
you go beck there t en?” in anunfreidnly way. he mother 
decided to leave -t once. 

The following dsy was Sunday and Dr. Lovez w2s not in. 
he waited until Mondsy, snd saw Dr. Lyez who gave medice- 
tion. All told, she sw the doctor three times, but hos 
pitel was never and the beby died. Baby died -t hom 

Rodriguez has never sought ( renatal care). 
Ss really afraid to go. She considers Dr. 
femily doctor, but ssys h= gets mad very 
Lovez is the onl one who wiil come to your 
eliveries sre checver than the othkrs. te 
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